




WHEN MY FA-
ther retired from 
the practice of 
medicine at the 

age of 76, he had to find things 
to do to occupy himself. There 
was, and always had been, 
golf, and that would continue 
until his death at age 95. But 
in the beginning of his retire-
ment, he searched for other 
things as well. 

He began reading vo-
raciously. Histories and 
biographies, which he loved 
to discuss if you were willing. 
There was bridge, which he 
took up at the Springfield 
Bridge Club on Sumner Av-
enue. And there was some-
thing else, which he tried to 
hide away as he perfected 

his technique — playing the 
violin, which he hadn’t done 
in decades and decades. 

  I could hear him, up in a 
walk-in closet in his bedroom, 
quietly bowing away, a bit 
squeaky, but I could sense his 
joy in making music. When he 
felt that he had mastered the 

instrument enough to bring it 
out of the closet, he asked me 
to play a piece with him — me 
on the piano, he on the violin. 

The problem was, I hadn’t 
played in years, and had never, 
ever played with another in-
strument. I got all bollixed up 
and walked away in disgust. 

  So he went in search of a 
small group of musicians, 
which I gathered he never 
found. 

  As I’ve written before, 
I was one of the younger 
kids in a large family that 
stretched out in time. In my 
mind, my father was always 
old, but I loved him dearly. 
As the only girl, he was very 
sweet and protective of me. 

Accompaniment to 
the silent movies 
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F ranconia Golf Course 
manager and profes-
sional golfer Steven 
Carle had some gentle 
advice for his young 

middle school protégés from Van 
Sickle who gathered around him 
on the course on the green on a 
late Tuesday afternoon.

“As long as the ball goes in the right 
direction, that’s all I care about,” Carle, a 
PGA-trained golf pro, said as he instruct-
ed his eight beginners on the proper golf 
stance and the difference between irons 
and woods. Irons are for shorter distances 

requiring a V-shaped swing and woods are 
for long shots requiring a U-shaped swing, 
he explained.

The students from Van Sickle Academy and 
Van Sickle Prep, who range in age from 12 to 
14, are enrolled in a four-week instructional 
golf program sponsored by the Springfield 
Parks and Recreation Department in con-
junction with the Springfield Public Schools.

The students didn’t disappoint, Carle said. 
“As beginners, I expected they would miss a lot 
of balls, but they are hitting them all.” he said.

“Nice job, perfect,” he called as each of the 
four boys and three girls practiced their swings.

Parks Department Superintendent Thom-
as Ashe said the “learn-to-golf “ program, 
now in its second year, is designed to expose 
inner-city kids — whose prior experience 
was limited to miniature golf — to the basic 
skills need to play the professional sport.

Program at Franconia Golf Course 
introduces middle schoolers to the sport 

Samantha Hernandez, 12, left, sets up a shot during a lesson at the Franconia Golf Course, and Cameron Hansel-Cobham, 14, right, 
focuses intently on the golf instruction. Both are middle school students at Van Sickle and get a lesson from a PGA professional at 
the golf course twice a week. (DOUGLAS HOOK / THE REPUBLICAN)

Steven Carle, top and above, PGA pro and manager at Spring-
field’s Franconia Golf Course, teaches middle school students 
from Van Sickle how to golf twice a week. The program is to 
spark interest in the sport in youth that might not think about the 
game. (DOUGLAS HOOK / THE REPUBLICAN)

PLUS

Christine White

In his commencement remarks to the 
Holyoke Community College class of 
2025, President George Timmons told a 
story about an experience he’d had during 
spring break that “truly captures what 
makes our HCC community so special.”

Walking down the nearly empty hallways, 
he noticed a student sitting alone in a study 
lounge. Curious, he asked why the student 
was on campus during spring break. 

“This place has always felt like a sanctu-
ary to me,” the student said. “No matter 
what’s happening in my life, I know I can 
come here and feel welcome.”

“This moment reminded me of some-
thing foundational and unique about an 
HCC education,” Timmons said. “It’s not 
just about the classroom, but about creating 
spaces where people feel they belong. As you 
leave HCC, I hope you will carry this sense 
of belonging with you and create it for others 
wherever your path leads.”

HCC held its 78th commencement on 
May 31 at the MassMutual Center in Spring-
field. The cold rain falling outside did little 
to dampen the spirits inside, as graduates 
celebrated the occasion alongside their fam-
ilies, friends, HCC faculty and staff, with all 
the traditional pomp and circumstance. 

HOLYOKE

Holyoke Community College 
celebrates 78th commencement

Ramon Maldonado, of Springfield, cele-
brates his graduation from Holyoke Com-
munity College on May 31. (SUBMITTED)

SPRINGFIELD

GOLF FOR A NEW GENERATION

At first glance, the urban farm just a 
half-mile from the Springfield Technical 
Community College campus may seem like 
an unlikely launching pad for future leaders 
in social justice.

But for Kami Trushaw and Malahny 
Wedderburn, Gardening the Community 
(GTC) has been more than a job. It’s been 
the foundation for growth, purpose and a 
path toward higher education.

STCC students Wedderburn and Trushaw 
are preparing to transfer to the Universi-
ty of Massachusetts Amherst in the fall, 
continuing their studies in fields rooted in 
their passion for sustainable agriculture 
and community equity. Trushaw, an STCC 
Class of 2025 general studies graduate, will 
pursue a degree in sustainable food and 
farming at the Stockbridge School of Agri-
culture. Wedderburn, a chemistry transfer 
major at STCC, has been accepted into the 

UMass food science program.
The food science program and the Stock-

bridge School are widely regarded as among 
the best in the country, drawing students 
from across the nation for their rigorous 
academics and strong focus on innovation, 
sustainability and real-world application.

For 42-year-old Trushaw, returning to 
college after two decades was no small feat. 
“Twenty years ago, I did about three differ-
ent majors and half a degree not knowing 
what I wanted to do with my life,” she says. 
But after falling in love with farming in her 
early 30s, she discovered that working the 
land was more than a job: It was a calling.

Now the farm manager at GTC, she 
leads the daily operations, teaching youth 
workers aged 14 to 18 how to grow food and 
engage in conversations around racial and 
food justice. “This area right here in Spring-
field is a food desert. There’s not enough 

access to grocery stores and healthy food,” 
she said. “At GTC, we grow food and sell it 
at reasonable prices, give some away and 
partner with programs to hand out boxes of 
fresh produce.”

Her return to school was fueled by Mass-
Reconnect, a state initiative that removes 
financial barriers for adult learners 25 and 
older. “A major barrier for me going back to 
school for years was finances. I’ve mostly 
been a waitress, bartender and farmer,” 
she says. “Now that I work more in the food 
justice world, I know a degree is helpful.”

Trushaw was diagnosed with ADHD in 
her mid-30s, a revelation that helped her 
reframe her academic struggles. “In high 
school, I was smart enough to understand 
it all, but they called me lazy. I was a B/C 
student who never wanted to do home-
work,” she recalls. “Now I have a
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Students blossom through Gardening the Community

Malahny Wedderburn, left, and Kami Trushaw work with 
plants in the greenhouse as part of Springfield Technical 
Community College’s Gardening the Community program.  
(SUBMITTED)
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